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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings            4 June 2021 

Dear Junior School Parents 

 

This week, a year ago, we returned to face to face teaching after two and a half months of lockdown and 

online learning. I remember the excitement and anticipation of everyone returning to school and at the 

same time being mindful of the fear and anxiety that the return to school presented to so many. We are 

very grateful that this year we only had the short time online in January and have been able to continue 

with face-to-face teaching. This track record could be disrupted if we have a cluster outbreak at our 

school. We remain committed to maintaining the health and safety of our students and staff to ensure that 

there are no unnecessary interruptions or disruptions to the teaching and learning programme. We appeal 

to every family to please play their part in minimising their risk of infection by limiting contact with other 

people, wearing a mask, social distancing and regular hand washing.  

 

As half term approaches, we are sure that your daughters have already started to plan what they are 

going to do or wish to do. We request that you please limit activities that will increase your family’s chance 

of infection. The mall is not a recommended playground for your daughters and neither are activity centres 

where children from diverse schools will meet over the holidays. In order for us to remain open after half 

term, we need all families to please stay at home, as far as possible, so that we do not return with the virus 

after the holidays.  

 

A holiday spent at home does not have to be boring, despite what your daughter might think, so we 

thought we should share a few ideas to inspire your plans.  

 

1 Make a pillow fort 

2 Cuddle up with a blanket, a cup of tea, and a good book 

3 Create a virtual book club 

4 Spend the day in your PJs 

5 Break out a jigsaw puzzle 

6 Work on a challenging crossword or word game 

7 Picnic in your backyard - or your living room 

8 Do fun science experiments (the baking soda and vinegar volcano is a classic) 

9 Make a birdfeeder out of pinecones, peanut butter, and birdseed 

10 Climb a tree or ride your bicycle 

11 Master something new - a new dance step, a new hobby, or a new cooking technique 

12 Pictionary or Charades are easy games that work well for all ages and can be played over Zoom or 

 FaceTime. Set a holiday theme or limit the categories (eg kids’ holiday movies). 
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Message from Mrs Jennings - continued          

13  If your family or daughter’s friend lives within driving distance, see if you can meet up for a COVID-

 safe,  physically distanced outdoor hike together 

14 Go for a scenic drive 

15 Run a virtual 5K 

 

Please consider other ideas that can be added to this list with your class reps to share with parents in your 

class and grade. Let’s support each other as we prepare for half term at home.    

 

Our teachers are the frontline workers of our schools, and I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge 

and thank them for all that they do daily for the girls in their care. Showing appreciation for another person 

is an act of kindness that goes a long way to fill their bucket and encourages them to persevere. Let’s make 

this week leading up to half term, teacher appreciation week. Send your daughter’s teacher an email of 

thanks and encouragement and/or encourage your daughter to prepare a caring message to share with 

her teacher when she comes to school. Not only will this gesture warm the hearts of our teachers but it will 

remind our girls of the difference a small act of kindness can make.  

 

Wishing our families good health as we surf the next wave of the pandemic and ward off the normal winter 

ills.   

 

Kind regards  

 

Alison Jennings 

Staff News          

Ms Maria Mankge 

Congratulations 

to Ms Mankge on 

the arrival of her 

baby girl, Lesedi. 

May it be the 

beginning of a 

wonderful and beautiful journey for 

her and her family.   

Thank you to 

Mrs Mtongana 

for taking the 

Grade 6Y Maths 

class while Ms 

Mankge is on 

maternity 

leave.  

Sr Maureen Madihlaba  

Wel com e to  S r  Maureen 

Madihlaba who joined our family  

this week.   

Sr Maureen is an experienced 

occupational health nurse with 29 

years of experience in nursing, 

management, administration and 

finance within the Health sector.  

We wish her 

many happy 

and fulfilling 

years at our 

school.   

 

 

Annika Scholtz 

We bid farewell to Sr Annika 

Scholtz at the end of May. We 

thank her for her service at St 

Mary’s DSG and for enriching 

our lives in the time she spent 

as a member of this family.   

We wish her all of the best in 

her future endeavours. 
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Transformation and Diversity - Update        

Reminders        

The School embarked on a six month journey with Navigate Consulting Africa in January to 

assist in developing a strategy to address transformation, diversity and inclusion. Surveys were 

sent to parents, staff and students to gather feedback from the broader community on their 

experiences of the School and to gauge which practices currently serve the School community 

and which need to be reviewed. The feedback from these surveys has been shared with the 

staff, the Governing Body and the Task Leaders in the Senior School, through the Head Girl. The staff and the 

Governing Body have had the opportunity to engage with Navigate Consulting Africa on this feedback and the 

Task Leaders presented their response to the survey feedback in writing. On Saturday, 29 May, the Governing 

Body, Campus, Senior School and Junior School Executive Committees met for a workshop facilitated by Ms 

Egbe Adeoye from Navigate Consulting Africa. The purpose of this workshop was to distil the information 

gathered from the survey and to start to align the leadership of the School on the short, medium and long term 

goals of the developing strategy. On the 26 June, this same cohort of people will meet again to develop the 

action plans that will form the School’s strategy. This strategy will be shared with the community in July. At this 

Town Hall planned for July, the community will also be introduced to the newly appointed Director of 

Transformation and Diversity, who has been appointed to assist the School in meeting the objectives of the 

transformation and diversity strategy.  

Winter Uniform and School Shop 

News 

The new tracksuit tops have arrived in the 

school shop.   Junior School girls may wear 

their school tracksuits to school until half-

term. 

Please note that the school hoody may be 

worn underneath the tracksuit top, but not 

without the tracksuit top.  School scarves 

are allowed.  

NO blankets, gloves or hot water bottles 

may be brought to school.  

A new St Mary’s DSG branded backpack is 

available for purchase at our School Shop.   
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Hair Guidelines  Update        

Friday, 04 June, marks the end of our hair guidelines trial period in the Junior School. The trial period started 

with a reminder that our hair is our crown, and the importance of appreciating and celebrating our crowns 

as different as they are. The past four weeks have been filled with interesting conversations about the new 

hair guidelines and how they were received by our learners. In the first two weeks various accessories were 

spotted in hairstyles. However, it was pleasing to see that by the third week many more learners had made 

efforts to align their hairstyles with the hair guidelines. It has become evident, as we look back, why the trial 

period was so important for our school. The insights we have gained from our learners and their teachers will 

assist us as we collaborate with the Senior School and the members of the Interim Transformation and 

Diversity committee to ratify our hair guidelines. Until the guidelines are ratified, all learners are expected to 

align with the four guidelines as published for the trial period.  

 

We commend our Junior School learners for the way in which they have engaged us, as their teachers, and 

the hair guidelines during this trial period.  

 

We look forward to sharing our school’s new hair guidelines with you all.  

 

Ms Idah Makhafola  

Junior School Head of Transformation and Diversity  

Grade 5 - 7 Examinations (4 - 11 June)        

The Grade 5 – 7 examinations are underway. Normal lessons will continue on days that the girls are not 

writing. Please contact the school if your daughter is ill or needs to be in isolation. A doctor’s certificate will 

need to be produced if she is sick.  

 

Examinations will not be postponed for these individual cases due to illness, unless otherwise arranged.  

 

Remember, to best assist your daughter encourage her to 

exercise, sleep, rest, and believe! 

 

 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7  

Fri 

4 June 
    FAL   

Mon 

7 June 
English FAL NS   

Tues 

8 June 
  English English   

Wed 

9 June 
Maths   History   

Thur 

10 June 
  Maths Maths   

Fri 

11 June 
FAL      History Geography   
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2021 SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 

Term 2 (68 

days) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 

Close Friday 6 August 

Half Term CLOSE Friday 11 June  (FP 11:00 & IP 11:30)  

  RETURN Monday 21 June 

       

Term 3  

(62 days) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (12h00) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Calendars and Channels of Communication  

Junior School Channels of 

Communication 
 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics 

Mrs L Whitelaw                         

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Academic Matters 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase    

Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  

012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse 

012 366 0543 

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding 

Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

 

Junior School Calendar: 5 - 26 June  

 

Sat  5 June               WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY  

Sun  6 June  

 Week 6  -  Value of the week: Honesty 

Mon  7 June 

              Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams   

08:00   Grade 0-7 Chapel (Online) 

18:00   Town Hall Meeting with Parents  (Postponed to 5 July) 

Tues  8 June 
              Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams   

18:00   Parents’ Association Committee meeting  

Wed  9 June 

              YOUTH DAY 

              Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams   

08:00   Grade 0-7 Assembly  - Youth Day  (Online) 

17:00   Interim Transformation Committee Meeting  

Thurs  10 June 

              Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams   

08:00   Class Reps meeting  

08:45   Grade 0 Inning - FANSA visit 

Fri   11 June 

             Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams   

11:00  Start of half-term for Grade 0-3 

11:30  Start of half-term for Grade 4-7 

 Week 7  -  Value of the week: Inclusion / Tolerance 

Mon  21 June 08:00   Grade 0-7 Chapel (Online) 

Tues  22 June  

Wed  23 June 08:00   Grade 0-7 Assembly   (Online) 

Thurs  24 June  

Fri   25 June  

  

 

Communication this week 

 

• Sport Season 3—letter  

• Letter to Parents re     

Security Guards 

• Covid-19 positive cases 

update 

• Outreach Project  

 


